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Academic Positions
Associate Professor of History, 2014-present

Assistant Professor of History, 2012-2014
Department of History, Boise State University 

Assistant Professor of History, 2007-2012
Department of History, Wake Forest University 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Education

Ph.D.


University of Arizona, Tucson, May 2007 




Major Field: Latin American History

Minor Fields: World Comparative History and Environmental History 

M.A. 


University of Arizona, Tucson, May 2004




Major Field: Latin American History

Teaching Certificate
University of Texas Pan-American, Edinburg, Texas May 2001

B.A.


Willamette University, Salem, Oregon, May 1999, cum laude



Major Fields: History and Politics, Minor Field: Spanish


______________________________________________________________________________

Current Projects

Books
Constellations of Nature: A Connected History of Science and Conservation in Patagonia and Amazonia, expected completion late 2016.

A Primer for Teaching Environmental History, with Michelle K. Berry, expected completion fall 2015.


Journal 

“Nature States” invited special issue supplement for Past and Present, UK, 2017.  
Edited with Matthew Kelly, Claudia Leal, and Wilko Graf von Hardenberg
Editor

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Latin American History, Environmental History  

______________________________________________________________________________

Publications
Book

Revolutionary Parks: Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National Parks, 1910-1940, 
Latin American Landscapes, (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2011). 
*Winner of the 2012 Alfred B. Thomas Award for best book on Latin American subject from the Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies 

*Winner of the 2012 Charles A. Weyerhaueser Award for best book in Forest and Conservation History from the Forest History Society
*Winner of the 2013 Elinor Melville Award for the best book on Latin American Environmental History from the Conference of Latin American History
Peer-Reviewed 
Articles

“Environmental Justice, Environmentalism, and Environmental History in Twentieth-

Century Latin America,” History Compass, 11/2(2013): 163-176.
“Social Landscaping in the Forests of Mexico: An Environmental Interpretation of 

Cardenismo, 1934-1940,” with Christopher R. Boyer, Hispanic American Historical Review, special issue on the Environment, 92:1 (February 2012), 73-106. 

“Border Chasm: International Boundary Parks and Mexican Conservation 1935-

1945,” Environmental History, 14:3 (July 2009), 453-475. 

 

“Naturalizing Modernity: Urban Parks, Public Gardens, and Drainage Projects in 

Porfirian Mexico City,” Estudios Mexicanos/Mexican Studies, 23.1 (Winter 2007), 101-123.
Peer-Reviewed 

Chapters
“Conservation on Tour: Comparing Nations, Scientists, and Parks in the Americas” invited contribution, Mark Fiege, Jared Orsi, and Adrian Howkins, eds. National Parks beyond the Nation, under contract, University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. 
“Parables of Chapultepec: Urban Parks, National Landscapes, and Contradictory Conservation in Modern Mexico” in Christopher R. Boyer, ed., A Land between Waters: Environmental Histories of Modern Mexico, (Tucson: University of Arizona, 2012): 192-217.
“A Revolutionary Civilization: National Parks, Transnational Exchanges, and the 

Construction of Modern Mexico” in Bernhard Gissibl, Sabine Hoehler, and Patrick Kupper, eds. Civilizing Nature: Towards a Global History of National Parks, (New York: Berghahn Books, 2012): 191-205.

“The Environment” in William H. Beezley, ed. A Companion to Mexican History and 



Culture, (Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell Publishing, 2011). 

“Revolutionary Resource Populism: Cárdenas and the Creation of Environmental 

Policies” in María Muñoz and Amelia Kiddle eds., Populism in Twentieth Century Mexico: The Presidencies of Lázaro Cárdenas and Luis Echeverría, (Tucson: University of Arizona, 2010).
“Purchasing Patagonia: The Contradictions of Conservation in Free Market Chile” in Bill Alexander, ed.  "Lost in Transition" in Chile: A Critique of Neoliberalism from Pinochet to "The Third Way," (Lanham, MD.: Lexington Books, 2009).
Chapters
“On Being Edgy: the Potential of Parklands and Justice in the Southern Hemisphere,” invited contribution, The Edges of Environmental History, Rachel Carson Center Perspectives Series, Munich, Germany, 2014.


“A Meditation on Scale: The Challenges of Conceptualizing the Environment and History,” invited contribution, The Challenges of Doing Environmental History, Rachel Carson Center Perspectives Series, Munich Germany, 2014. 

“El manejo del paisaje social en los bosques posrevolucionarios. Una reinterpretación del cardenismo” (with Christopher R. Boyer), in Eduardo N. Mijangos, ed., Del México revolucionario al México moderno. Re-valorar la revolución mexicana, (Morelia: Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas, Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, 2012). 

“It is to preserve life, to work for the trees”: The Steward of Mexican Forests, 

Miguel Ángel de Quevedo, 1862-1948,” Forest History Today, (Spring/Fall 2006), 4-14. 

Book Reviews
Martha Few and Zeb Tortorici, eds. Centering Animals in Latin American History in H-Environment, January 2014. 

Patience Schell, The Sociable Sciences: Darwin and His Contemporaries in Chile in Hispanic American Historical Review, May 2014. 

Brinda Sarathy, Pineros: Latino Labour and the Changing Face of Forestry in the Pacific Northwest in Environmental History, 18:1(2013), 442-444.
Andrew S. Mathews, Instituting Nature: Authority, Expertise, and Power in Mexican Forests, in Environmental History, 17:4 (2012), 871-873. 
Mark Carey, In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate Change and Andean Society, in A Contracorriente, 8:2(Winter 2011).
Patricia A. McAnany and Norman Yoffee, Questioning Collapse: Human Resilience, Ecological Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire, in Journal of World History, 22:2 (June 2011). 
Gabriela Soto Laveaga, Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Politics, and the Making of the Pill, in Hispanic American Historical Review, 90:4 (Nov 2010). 
Daniel Imhoff and Jo Ann Baumgartner, eds. Farming and the Fate of Wild Nature: Essays in Conservation-Based Agriculture in Food, Culture, and Society, 11:2 (2008) Special Issue: Food Journeys: Culinary Travels in Time and Space.
Encyclopedia
“Popocatépetl” in Eric Zolov, ed., Icons of Mexico, under contract, ABC-CLIO, 2014. 
“Parks and Preserves” Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability, volume 8, The Americas and Oceania, 2013.
“Big Bend National Park” and “Natural Protected Areas” in Andrew G. Wood, ed., The U.S.-Mexico Border: An Encyclopedia of Culture and Politics (NY: Greenwood Press, 2008).

Popular

“Resources and Revolution: Iztaccíhuatl and Popocatépetl National Park” Arcadia, 
Environment and Society Portal, Rachel Carson Center, August 8, 2013. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/arcadia/resources-and-revolution-mexicos-iztaccihuatl-and-popocatepetl-national-park
“The New Pope and the Dead President: Pope Francis and Hugo Chávez, A Study in 

Power and Politics” Blue Review, May 6, 2013.http://thebluereview.org/francis-chavez/
“Women, Students and the Latin American Presidency” The Blue Review, Nov. 6, 2012. http://thebluereview.org/women-students-and-the-latin-american-presidency/
“Ecotourism:  Chile’s a Natural,” Tucson Citizen, August 7, 2004. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Grants and Fellowships
2013-2015
National Science Foundation Science, Technology, and Society Award
2011-2013
Ranlet and Frank Bell Jr. Faculty Fellowship, Wake Forest University

2010 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Stipend 

2009

International Course Development Grant, Peru, Wake Forest University 
2007,09,11
William C. Archie Fund for Faculty Excellence Grant, Wake Forest University 

2007

Kauffman Entrepreneurship Grant for First Year Seminar on Entrepreneurship 

2006

Institute for the Study of Planet Earth, Travel Grant 



2006

Hesketh Foundation Grant, University of Arizona 



  
2005-06
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant

2005

Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Institute, Research Grant 


2003-05
Tinker Foundation Summer Research Grants


2003

Hewlett Foundation Oaxaca Summer Institute Fellowship 




1999-2001
Americorps Awards for National Service 






____________________________________________________________________________
Teaching Positions

2012-present
Boise State University



Courses: Themes in World History: Cities



Modern Latin American History



A History of Mexico  

2007-2012
Wake Forest University



Courses: World Civilizations since 1500

Americas in the World
A History of Mexico, Origins to 2000
Modern Latin American History

Latin America’s Colonial Past

Global Environmental History 

The History of Nature Conservation in Latin America (taught in Peru)

The Dirt on Development (Freshman Seminar)

The Culture of Poverty in Mexico (Research Seminar)

Global Revolutions (Research Seminar)

2002-06 
University of Arizona
Instructor: Mexico since Independence


Graduate Teaching Assistant
(8 semesters)
1999-2002
Louise Black Intermediate School, Weslaco, Texas






Teacher, Sixth Grade Social Studies and Science 

1999-2001
Teach for America Corps Member, Rio Grande Valley, Texas



Corps Member Advisor, Houston Summer Institute




Learning Group Facilitator, Secondary Social Studies  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________















































___________________

Invited Academic Talks and Colloquium 
April  2014
Invited presenter, “Deepening the History of Private Conservation and Patrimony in Patagonia” Contested Global Landscapes Theme Project, Institute for Social Sciences, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. http://socialsciences.cornell.edu/land-theme-project/land-events/ 
Mar. 2014
Invited curriculum facilitator and presenter, “Grassroots Histories: Nature, Capital, Commons” initiative on World Histories from Below, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, http://worldhistoriesfrombelow.org/ 
Jan. 2014
Invited speaker, “A Conspiracy of Obstacles and a Forest of Secrets: Measuring Nature in the Peruvian Amazon,” Department of Geography, University of Denver

Nov 2013
Invited presenter, “Once upon a Field Station: Tropical Field Biology in Manu National Park, Peru” for the Water, Air, Mexico Seminar Interdisciplinary Research Group, University of Arizona, Tucson. https://sites.google.com/site/waterairmexico/ 
Oct 2013
Invited presenter, “The Saga of the Saca: What Debates Over Vicuña Culling Teach us About Conservation in South America” for the Environment & Society Series, Department of Geography, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 

Oct 2013
Invited presenter, “The Saga of the Saca: What Debates Over Vicuña Culling Teach us About Conservation in South America” Western Washington University, Department of History, Bellingham, Washington. 
Aug. 2013
Invited presenter “The Edges of Inequality: the Potential of Parklands and Justice in the Southern Hemisphere,” Edges of Environmental History Workshop, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, Germany. 

Aug. 2013
Invited faculty facilitator, “Mountains across Borders” Swiss Mountain Summer School for Graduate Students, Lavin, Switzerland. 
Apr. 2013
“A fortalecer la historia de la conservación: un panorama de estrategias y coyunturas políticas entre las instituciones científicas y las áreas protegidas,” Coloquio: Las ecologías de la ciudad y el campo: la historia ambiental de México, Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, México City. 

Feb. 2012
“National Boundaries and Environmental Ranges: Historical Context and South American Borderlands” Karsh International Scholars, Duke University, Durham, NC.
Sept. 2011
“Temperate by Tropical: Nations, Scientists, and Parks in South America” National 
Parks across the Nation Colloquium, Colorado State University, Ft. Collins, Colorado.
Mar. 2010
“Where are the Parks? Great Ideas, Cultural Contexts, and Conservation in Mexico” 

Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia. 

Mar. 2010
“Integrating Sustainability across the Curriculum: Drivers, Development, Definition 

and Metrics,” Strategies for Adaptation across the Sustainability Curriculum,
 Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
Mar. 2010
“Parks and People: What the Mexican Revolution Tells Us about Conservation, 

Development, and Sustainability,” Willamette University, Salem, Oregon. 

Jun. 2008
“A Revolutionary Civilization:  National Parks, Transnational Exchanges, and the 

Construction of Modern Mexico,” German Historical Institute Conference, “Civilising Nature:  National Parks in Transnational Historical Perspective,” Washington D.C. 

Jan. 2007
Latin American Environmental History Workshop, Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. 

​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________________
Academic Conference Presentations

Mar 2014
“Environmental History goes Abroad” roundtable panel organizer and presenter, American Society of Environmental History Conference, San Francisco, California. 

Nov 2013
“Jaguar Traps, Monkey-Puzzles, and Parrot Quarantines: Accounting for the History of Women Field Scientists in Latin America” History of Science Society Meeting, Boston.
Aug 2013
“Field Notes from Conservation Successes: A Meditation on Scale and Science in Conserving Patagonian South America” European Society of Environmental History, Munich, Germany. 
June 2012
“Un cálculo entre desarrollo ambiental y humano: Balanceando conservación y justicia social durante la revolución mexicana, 1934-1940” Sociedad Latinoamericana y Caribeña de historia Ambiental, Villa de Leyva, Colombia. 

Mar. 2012
“Historicizing Conservation in Bio-Regions: National Parks in Patagonia and Amazonia” American Society of Environmental History Conference, Madison, Wisconsin. 
Jan. 2012
“Disaster in the Woods: Mistletoe Plagues and Community Responses in Revolutionary 

Mexico” Conference on Latin American History, Chicago, Illinois.

Mar. 2010
“Conservation and the Commons: The Mexican Case” American Society of 

Environmental History Conference, Portland, Oregon. 

Jan. 2010
“Islands No More: Changing Perceptions of the Climate of the Valley of Mexico in the 

Nineteenth Century,” American Historical Association, San Diego, California.

Mar. 2009
“A Naturalized Patrimony: Local Politics and Sacred Sites in Tepozteco National 
Park 1925-1943” American Society of Environmental History Conference, Tallahassee, Florida.
Mar. 2009
Panel Chair, “Changing Patterns of Agricultural Land Use in the 20Th Century: Mexico, 
United States, and France” American Society of Environmental History Conference, Tallahassee, Florida.  

Mar. 2008
“International Agents for Change: United States and Mexican Officials’ Proposals for Border Parks” American Society of Environmental History Conference, Boise, Idaho.
Jan. 2008
“Living Museums of Nature: Mexican Nature Protection and Environmental Ideas” American Historical Association Conference, Washington D.C.

Sep. 2007
“The Revolutionary Origins of Nature Protection: Creating Mexico’s National Parks during the Presidency of Lázaro Cárdenas” Latin American Studies Association Conference, Montreal, Canada.
Jan. 2007
“Beauty and the Bureaucrats:  Mexican Federal Conservation Programs and the 

Marking of a National Landscape” American Historical Association Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.

Oct. 2006
“Border National Parks in Mexico: Separate Conservation Visions of the Border”



Meeting of Mexican, United States, and Canadian Historians of Mexico, Vancouver. 

Feb. 2006
“La metáfora del inmigración monarca: Un análisis de un proceso natural y simbólico” Primer Congreso Multidisciplinario sobre Inmigración, Mexico City.
Feb. 2006
 “A Historical Look at Mexico’s National Parks” Environmental Studies Presenter and Panel Moderator, Fulbright Conference, Mexico City.

Dec. 2005
 “Contradictions of Conservation in Free Market Chile: The Case of Pumalín 

Park” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Washington D.C.

Aug. 2005
“Border Archipelago: Nature Protection along the U.S.-Mexico Border”
American Historical Association-Pacific Coast Branch Conference, Oregon.

Apr. 2005
 “Tidy Reflections: Nature and Society in Porfirian Mexico City”



Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies Conference, Arizona.

Sep. 2004 
“Purchasing Patagonia: Private Efforts to Make Public Parks”



Globalization and Environmental Justice Symposium, Panel Organizer, Arizona.

Mar. 2004
“National Concern for Natural Resources: Planning Mexico’s National Parks”



American Society of Environmental History Conference, British Columbia.
_____________________________________________________________________

Public Engagement and Service

Professional Expertise

2014
Research Consultant, Perito Moreno National Park Book, Foundation for Deep Ecology
2013
Invited speaker, Annual Banquet, Society of American Foresters, Snake River Chapter
2013
Invited speaker and discussant, Southwest Idaho GIS Group, “Society, Science, and Scale: GIS as a Tool for Histories of Conservation in South America” Caldwell, ID
2012
Sustainability across the Curriculum Workshop Co-Director of 2-day faculty workshop at Wake Forest University funded by Provost Fund for Academic Excellence
2012
Sustainability across the Curriculum Trainer Workshop, American Association for Sustainability in Higher Education, Emory University.

2011
“To the Ice-House—With Apologies to Virginia Woolf” Digital Performance reflection 

on Reynolda Village, Consortium of Humanities Centers and Institutes, Humanities for the Environment, http://initiatives.chcinetwork.org/environment/2010/11/04/25/
2011
Historical consultant, film, Amazon Gold
2010
“Campus as a Living Classroom” Library outreach series Earth Day panel 
2009
Guest Speaker, International Baccalaureate History Americas Class, Parkland 

High School, Winston-Salem 
2008 
“Teaching Sustainability” organizer, participant, panel for Teaching and Learning Center

2008
“Celebrating Nature: A Panel for Earth Day,” invited participant, Library outreach series

2008
“Resignation of Fidel Castro” Interview WSJS Radio Show, Triad Live and Local, with 
JR Snider

2008
Bert Gutierrez, “Resignation of Fidel Castro” February 19, 2008, Winston-Salem Journal
Internship and Outreach Supervision
2009-11 Nature Conservation History Course co-taught with Tropical Biodiversity in Peru

Student created blog here: http://wakeforestperu2011.weebly.com/index.html
2010
Amazon Conservation Association, Wayquecha Biological Station, Internship, 

Elizabeth Cooper

2010 
Discussion leader for senior class roundtable on Thomas Friedman Hot, Flat, and Crowded
2009
All Ways Travel, Lake Titicaca, Peru, Internships Madeline Eckenrode, Emma Lawlor,

http://myperuviansummer.blogspot.com/
2009
Freshman Entrepreneurship Project Seed Grants, Mike Bartlett "Saving the Trees: One Bathroom at a Time" [a proposal for replacing paper towels with hot air dryers in the freshman dorms]; Emily Bachman "Campus Compost" [a proposal for a campus facility for turning food waste into compost]

Undergraduate Research Assistants

2014
Marjorie Araos Olea, Comparative Histories of Conservation, document research and 

park decree compilation, Santiago, Chile
2013
J. Osciel Salazar, Comparative Histories of Conservation, interview and database 

assistant, Peru and Boise
​2010
Emma Lawlor, Revolutionary Parks, park visitor log database assistant, Mexican travelers database, Winston-Salem


2009
Nikki Díaz, Revolutionary Parks, park visitor log database assistant, Winston-Salem.
Undergraduate Student Research Advising 

2013
“Una Historia Rebelde: Corridos and the 1960s,” McNair Scholar Adviser, J. Osciel Salazar 
2012
“Healthcare for whom? A history of public health in Mexico” Summer Research Project funded by Richter Fellowship and Chauvenet Fellowship, Matthew Sechler
2012
“A Tale of Two Claws: Consumption and Conservation of the American Lobster,” Independent Seminar Paper, Research funded by Griffin Fund, Sanders McNair
2010
“Poverty and Politics: Polemics and Programs in Mexico and the United States” Honors Thesis, Winner Chilton Pearson Prize, Melissa Velarde

2010
“Who Owns History? Investigation of Peru vs. Yale University over the Artifacts of Machu Picchu” Summer Research Project funded by Richter Fellowship, Emily Prezioso 

2010
“Water, Water, Everywhere, Nor Any a Drop to Drink: Water Management and the 

Effects of Liberalism in Venice and Mexico City during the Nineteenth Century” Summer Research Project funded by Richter Fellowship, Honors Thesis, Hillary Taylor 

2010
“Progress towards a New and Healthy Mexico through the Seguro Popular Health Care 

Program,” Summer Research Project funded by Richter Fellowship, Mariana Becerra


2010
“Modernizing the Milpa: Evolution of the Tortilla Discourse in Twentieth Century 

Mexico,” Summer Research Project funded by Carswell Fellowship, Emma Lawlor 
2010
“Miss(ing) Representations of Slave Women on the Gold Coast and in Jamaica,” Honors Thesis, Winner R.W. Griffith Prize, Victoria Niblock
2009
“The Theories of Oscar Lewis and the War on Poverty” Summer Research Project 

funded by Carswell Fellowship, Melissa Velarde 

Other Committees and Professional Service

2013-15
Award Committee, Elinor Melville Award, Conference of Latin American History 
2013

Award Committee Member, Weyerhaueser Award, Forest History Society

2013

Search Committee, 1 year Latin American History position, Boise State University
2013

Grant reviewer for National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipends 
2012-14
Program Committee for American Society of Environmental History Conference, San 
Francisco March 2014
2012

Grant reviewer for National Science Foundation Science, Technology, and Society
2011-12
Internal Board Member, WFU Center for Energy, the Environment, and Sustainability 

2007-12
Steering Committee, WFU Latin American and Latino/a Studies

2007-12 
Alumni Committee, Campus Day Committee, Website Committee, Curriculum, Phi 
Theta Advisor, US Search Committee, WFU Department of History

2009-13 
Manuscript reviewer for Environmental History, Hispanic American Historical Review, 

Urban History, Estudios Mexicanos/Mexican Studies, Routledge Press
2009-12 
Undergraduate advisor, approximately 12-20 students each year 

______________________________________________________________________________

Professional Affiliations

Conference of Latin American History




American Society of Environmental History/Forest History Society 

La Sociedad Latinoamericana y Caribeña de Historia Ambiental (SOLCHA)
History of Science Society

Rocky Mountain Conference on Latin American Studies
